
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Tuesday, 29 March 2005] 

 p23e-24a 
Mr Matt Birney; Dr Geoff Gallop; Speaker 

 [1] 

BRIAN WILLIAM EDWARDS, ESCAPE FROM KARNET PRISON FARM 

1. Mr M.J. BIRNEY to the Premier:   
I refer the Premier to last night’s escape from Karnet Prison Farm, which is a minimum-security prison, of 
convicted double murderer Brian William Edwards, who received the death penalty, which was later commuted, 
for his crimes in 1980.   

(1) Can the Premier confirm advice - dated today - from the Western Australia Police Service that Edwards 
was never to be released from prison and that he was being held at the Governor’s pleasure under strict 
security life imprisonment? 

(2) Did the Premier or his minister sign an Executive Council document to the Governor supporting the 
transfer of Edwards - who the police described as extremely dangerous - to the Karnet minimum-
security prison? 

(3) Can the Premier confirm that this transfer was part of a prerelease program for this prisoner? 

Dr G.I. GALLOP replied: 
Before answering the question, I take this opportunity to congratulate the Leader of the Opposition on his 
appointment to that most important office in our parliamentary system.  I congratulate also all the new members 
on both sides of the house who have been elected to Parliament.  They have undertaken a most important 
function and a most important duty.  I wish all members all the best.  We hope that this parliamentary session 
will see introduced excellent laws for the people of Western Australia, and will see the promotion of our great 
state into the future.  I wish all members opposite the best.  The members for Carine and Nedlands obviously 
have a challenge ahead of them because of the extra blokes who have been elected to the benches opposite. 

(1)-(3) With regard to the specific details related to the escape from Karnet Prison Farm last night, it is the case 
that the prisoner who escaped was on a prerelease program within our prison system.  That program 
was developed on advice from the Parole Board of Western Australia.  These types of programs have 
been initiated in many instances and have been highly successful.  However, in this case we must report 
to the people of Western Australia that the prisoner has escaped.  Our first duty is to bring that prisoner 
back into captivity. 
On the matter of the security of our prisons, I can report to the people of Western Australia that over the 
past few years since my government was elected, the number of escapes from minimum-security 
prisons in Western Australia has halved.  We have seen also some important steps taken by previous 
ministers to improve the security of our prison system.  Those steps that have been taken are very 
important. 
The legacy of Hon Peter Foss was that sex offenders went straight into a minimum-security prison.  
That procedure was reversed by my government.  These issues are never easy.  There is no doubt that it 
is always possible for the opposition to politicise these matters.  Members on this side of the house are 
concerned.  This morning the Minister for Justice and I met with the head of the Department of Justice.  
Already we have initiated a program to provide a proper fence around our minimum-security prisons.   

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Order, members!   

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  We inherited a system from the previous government and we are taking action in that 
respect.  We have also appointed Mr Ian Johnson from the police department as the head of the prisons section of 
the Department of Justice.  We intend to have a major inquiry into all the processes that are followed within 
Justice to make sure that we get better outcomes for the people of Western Australia.  I am not surprised that the 
opposition is raising this issue.  It is an important question.  The government must make sure that any 
deficiencies that are revealed by the inquiry are acted upon, just as it acted upon the findings of the Skinner 
report and the Hooker report into what was happening in Justice and what we inherited from the Liberal Party.  I 
also pointed out by way of introduction that there are - 

Dr K.D. Hames:  Why are you still blaming us?   

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  None of us can escape responsibility for these matters.  We accept our responsibilities.  The 
one thing that the Liberal Party in Western Australia never does is to accept responsibility.  We on this side of 
the house do accept responsibility.  I congratulate the Minister for Justice for the steps he is taking to deal with 
these issues.  I assure the public of Western Australia that we rate this issue very highly, and that we will take the 
measures that I have announced in my answer to this question.   
 


